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Session Overview 

Captured German Records Related to 
American Prisoners of War During World War II 

The majority of Captured German Records in the National Archives Collection of 
Foreign Records Seized (Record Group 242) are microfilmed copies of original 
German records that have been returned to Germany. However, this record group 
also includes original records that relate to Allied airmen and American prisoners 
of war (POWs) during World War II. This presentation will include an overview of 
these records, most of which are in German, and offer guidance on how to access 
and search the records effectively, even if you do not read German. The 
presentation will also provide historical background and related resources. 



Presenter Biography 

Rachael Salyer 

Rachael Salyer is an archivist at the National Archives at College Park, MD (Archives 
II), and a Subject Matter Expert in Modern Military Records. Rachael started her 
career at the National Archives as an archives technician in the Textual Research 
Room and then became an archivist in Textual Processing. Since 2019, she has 
served as an archivist in the Augmented Processing Section and in the Reference 
Section of the Archives II Textual Records Division. Rachael has a bachelor of arts 
degree in English and German from Oklahoma Baptist University, a master of arts 
and a doctor of philosophy degree in German Studies from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, and a master of science in Library and Information 
Science with an archives concentration from Simmons University. Before joining 
the National Archives, Rachael worked as a professor of English composition, 
literature, and German at various colleges and universities in Massachusetts. 
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Overview 

1. Record Group 242 and Captured German Records 
2. Entry NM-44 279 - “Card Files Pertaining to American Prisoners 

of War” 
3. Examples of Other Prisoner of War Series in Record Group 242 
4. Examples of Other Records at the National Archives Related to 

World War II Prisoners of War 
5. Additional Resources 



Record Group 242 
and 

Captured German Records 



Record Group 242 

National Archives Collection of Foreign Records Seized 

- Consists primarily of microfilmed copies of German records 
- Also includes some Italian, Russian, Hungarian, Polish, Japanese, 

North Korean, and Grenadan records, as well as a few other 
miscellaneous records from other countries 

- Original documents mostly returned to countries of origin 
- Contains some cartographic and photographic records, along with 

moving images and sound recordings 



Captured German Records on Microfilm 

More information 
about these 
records—including 
specific Microfilm 
Publication 
Numbers—can be 
found on the 
National Archives 
website. 

https://www.archives.gov/research/captured-german-records 



Record Group 242 in the National Archives Catalog 

Click the blue “Search 
within this Record 
Group” button to 
explore RG 242. 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/569 



Filtering Catalog Search Results 

Examples of Filters: 

- All records vs. 
Available to access 
online 

- Type of Materials 
- Level of 

Description 
- Location of 

Archival Materials 



Microfilmed and Original Documents 
Most of the original captured German records were returned to Germany after 
being microfilmed by various Allied organizations. 
- For access to these documents, please contact the German Bundesarchiv 

(Federal Archives): 
https://www.bundesarchiv.de/EN/Navigation/Home/home.html 

Notable exceptions include original documents that relate to American 
airmen and prisoners of war (POWs/PWs). 
- Information about POWs was governed by articles 77–80 of the 1929 

Geneva Convention: 
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gc-pow-1929 



Entry NM-44 279 
“Card Files Pertaining 

to American 
Prisoners of War” 



National Archives Identifier (NAID): 6924202 

Although this series is 
not yet available 
online, it has been 
digitized and will be 
available in the 
Catalog in the near 
future. 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6924202 



Series Overview 

- These records are in the custody of the Textual Reference Branch at the 
National Archives in College Park, MD (Archives II). 

- The records are arranged alphabetically by family name of prisoner, with 
a small section arranged by camp number at the end of the series. 

- The records are mostly in German, and they cover the time period of 1943 
through 1945. 

- The series includes 86 boxes of records; however, it does not include files 
for every American POW held by the Germans. 

- The information available on each card may vary from prisoner to 
prisoner. 



Typical Personnel Data on Cards 
● first and last name 
● date and place of birth 
● religion 
● nationality 
● height 
● hair color 
● fingerprint 
● rank 
● branch of service 
● commands 
● service number 
● civilian occupation 

● POW identification number 
● camp number 
● date and place of capture 
● contact information of person 

to be notified in POW's 
homeland 

● photograph 
● name of the POW’s father 
● maiden name of the POW’s 

mother 
● list of transfers 



Sample Images: DiBella, Louis J. 

This is an example of 
a typical POW card 
that includes basic 

personal details 
about the prisoner, 

a fingerprint, and his 
camp assignment. 

This file also 
includes two small 
photographs of the 

prisoner. 



Sample Images: Doyle, James L. 

Some cards are more detailed than others, 
and the amount of information can vary 

widely from person to person. 

This card only includes the 
prisoner’s name, POW number, and 

camp assignment. 



Sample Images: Grinaldi, Pasquale 

This is a different 
style card that 

contains similar 
personal information 
about this particular 

prisoner. 



Sample Images: Besler, Francis 

This card is part 
of the file for 

“Camp XIII C,” 
and it includes a 

typed copy of 
the card that has 
been translated 

into English. 



Examples of Other 
Prisoner of War 

Series in 
Record Group 242 



“Card File on Individual Prisoners of War” 

● Entry A1 1058, National Archives Identifier: 7323534 
● https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7323534 
● 2 boxes of records (not digitized) 
● arranged alphabetically by family name of prisoner 

This series contains German-created personnel cards on individual 
POWs, including name, rank, date and place of birth, POW number, date 
of capture or transfer to POW camp, and POW camp number or 
designation. 



Sample Images from Entry A1 1058 

This series includes a 
wide variety of 

different prisoner of 
war personnel cards. 



“Photographs of Allied Airmen Prisoners of War” 

● Entry UD 1079, National Archives Identifier: 7348010 
● https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7348010 
● 2 boxes of records (not digitized) 
● Arranged in two sections: the first section is numerical by Stalag number, 

and the second is unarranged. This series is not indexed or searchable by 
name of POW. 

This series includes mugshot style photographs of Allied airmen who were 
captured by the Germans. Most photographs include POW numbers, but there 
are no names on the photographs. 



Sample Images from Entry UD 1079 

These small photographs are 
not labeled, and prisoners’ 

names are not included in or on 
the images. Each photograph 

generally includes a camp 
number and a POW number. 



“Personnel Cards on Prisoners of War in Stalag XB and 
Stalag XIIA, and on Merchant Seamen in POW Camps” 

● Entry A1 1057, National Archives Identifier: 7323510 
● https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7323510 
● 1 box (not digitized) 
● Arranged by camp number, and then alphabetically by family 

name of each prisoner. 

These cards include name, rank, POW number, date and place of 
birth, and occupation. 



Sample Images from Entry A1 1057 

The small cards from this 
series generally include 

fewer details, but many of 
them do have 

annotations and 
additional information in 

English. 



Examples of Other 
Records at the National 

Archives Related to 
World War II 

Prisoners of War 



“World War II Prisoners of War Data File” 

● This series is part of Record Group 389: Records of the Office of the 
Provost Marshal General. 

● The database is available online via the National Archives’ Access 
to Archival Databases (AAD) website: https://aad.archives.gov/aad/. 

● It is also described in the National Archives Catalog as National 
Archives Identifier: 583428 
○ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/583428 



“World War II Prisoners of the Japanese File” 

The Records of the American Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor 
(Collection ADBC) includes another database that is available online 
via AAD: https://aad.archives.gov/aad/. 

These records are described in the National Archives Catalog as the 
series “World War II Prisoners of the Japanese Data Files” (National 
Archives Identifier: 731002) 

● https://catalog.archives.gov/id/731002 



Additional Series in Record Group 389 

● “Subject Correspondence Files, 1943–1945” (entry A1 435, National Archives Identifier: 645921) 
○ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/645921 
○ contains information about the care and treatment of American POWs by Axis Nations 

● “Records Relating to the Collection and Dissemination of Information Concerning American Civilians 
and Military Personnel Captured or Interned in Enemy Countries, 1942–1945” (entry A1 459, National 
Archives Identifier: 719211) 
○ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/719211 
○ contains records that help document the experiences of American POWs 

● “Decimal Files, 1942–1945” (entry A1 460, National Archives Identifier: 731082) 
○ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/731082 
○ contains press releases related to American POWs 

● “International Red Cross Lists of Prisoners of War and Civilian Prisoners, 1942–1945” (entry P 11, 
National Archives Identifier: 1130297) 
○ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1130297 



Examples from Record Group 153: Records of the Office 
of the Judge Advocate General (Army) 

● “Stalag Name Index to the Series ‘Case Files, 1944–1949’” (entry A1 141-D, 
National Archives Identifier: 1681937) 
○ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1681937 - fully digitized 

● “European Name Index to the Series ‘Case Files, 1944–1949’” (entry A1 142, 
National Archives Identifier: 1683246) 
○ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1683246 - fully digitized 

● “Far East Name Index to the Series ‘Case Files, 1944–1949’” (entry A1 140-A, 
National Archives Identifier: 1670340) 
○ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1670340 - fully digitized 



Examples of Additional Relevant Record Groups 

● Record Group 38: Records of the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 
● Record Group 59: General Records of the Department of State 
● Record Group 165: Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs 
● Record Group 331: Records of Allied Operational and Occupation Headquarters, 

World War II 
● Record Group 407: Records of the Adjutant General’s Office 
● Record Group 497: Records of the Africa-Middle East Theater of Operations (World 

War II Army) 
● Record Group 498: Records of Headquarters, European Theater of Operations, United 

States Army (World War II) 
● Record Group 554: Records of General Headquarters, Far East Command, Supreme 

Commander Allied Powers, and United Nations Command 



Records Related to Individual Service Members 
● Archival Official Military Personnel Files (OMPFs): 

○ https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center/military-personnel/ompf-
archival-requests 

● Individual Deceased Personnel Files (IDPFs) and other individual casualty records: 
○ partially digitized in the Catalog (see example National Archives Identifier: 

297287480) 
■ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/297287480 

○ email the National Archives at St. Louis at stl.archives@nara.gov 
● “Hospital Admission Card Files” in Record Group 112: Records of the Office of the 

Surgeon General (Army): 
○ described in the Catalog as National Archives Identifier: 570973 

■ https://catalog.archives.gov/id/570973 
○ available online via Ancestry and Fold3 



Additional Resources 



Additional Resources 

● Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency: https://www.dpaa.mil/ 
● Arolsen Archives - International Center on Nazi Persecution (formerly known as 

the International Tracing Service, ITS): https://arolsen-archives.org/en/ 
● National World War II Museum: 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/topics/prisoners-world-war-ii-pows 
● Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/collections/veterans-history-project-

collection/serving-our-voices/diverse-experiences-in-service/prisoners-of-war/ 
● International Committee of the Red Cross: 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/prisoners-war-what-you-need-know 



Questions? 

For additional assistance, email the Textual Reference 
Branch at the National Archives in College Park, MD 

(Archives II), at archives2reference@nara.gov 



After the Broadcast 

Email questions to inquire@nara.gov 

Video recordings of lectures and downloadable handouts 
will remain online at 

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2024 



Know Your Records

Educational resources on how to access and conduct research using U.S. federal 
government records at the National Archives and Records Administration. 

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records 




