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Session Overview 

World War II Enemy Alien Records 
Related to Japanese Americans at the National Archives 

Unlike the more familiar experiences of Japanese Americans incarcerated by the 
War Relocation Authority (WRA), many researchers may not be aware of a separate 
group of people investigated and detained under the Enemy Alien Control 
Program. This session will guide researchers through the types of records 
available, offer strategies for navigating our holdings, and share stories from these 
records that are stored across three National Archives offices. 
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David Castillo 

David Castillo joined the National Archives and 
Records Administration in 2015 and is a 
reference archives specialist at the National 
Archives at College Park. He specializes in 
records of federal law enforcement agencies, 
including the Department of Justice and FBI, and 
previously worked with military and intelligence 
agency records. 
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Records. Ruth has a bachelor of arts degree in 
history from the University of California, Davis 
and a master of arts degree in Public History 
from the University of South Carolina. She has 
worked at the National Archives and Records 
Administration since 2016. 
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Katharine Seitz 

Katharine Seitz is an archives specialist with the 
civil reference team at the National Archives in 
Washington, DC. Within the National Archives, she 
has worked on multiple initiatives designed to 
promote records of the Black, Indigenous, and 
People of Color (BIPOC) experience. She is the co-
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National Archives and has been with the National 
Archives since 2016. 
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World War II Enemy Alien Records 
Related to Japanese Americans 

at the National Archives 

David Castillo, Ruth Chan, and Katharine Seitz 



Enemy Aliens: Identification and Monitoring 

Enemy Alien: All non-U.S. citizens of countries with which the United States was at war. 
During World War II, this would include those who were citizens of Japan, Germany, and 
Italy. 

Presidential Proclamations 2525: Authorized the federal government to monitor and 
detain citizens of Japan who were allegedly deemed dangerous alien enemies. This also: 

● Prevented them from owning anything deemed dangerous – such as firearms, radio 
sets, and cameras. 

● Allowed federal agencies to remove them from designated restricted zones. 

Presidential Proclamation 2537: Required certificates of identification for enemy aliens 



Enemy Aliens: Who was investigated? 

Was every person who claimed nationality from an Axis power investigated as a 
dangerous enemy alien? No. 

Arrests were made for those who were: 
● Head of household (usually the father in the family) 
● Connected with a Japanese-based organization, including: 

○ Religious associations (including many clergymen) 
○ Pro-military groups (members or contributed to) 
○ Any organization that furthered the causes of the Japanese government, 

whether benign or not. 



Enemy Aliens: Internment 

Were all enemy aliens who were arrested sent to permanent internment camps? No. 

Temporary Detention: 
● Many who were initially arrested and placed in temporary detention were “paroled” a 

few months after and reunited with family in War Relocation Authority (WRA) camps. 
Records from these temporary imprisonment camps may or may not still exist. 

Permanent Internment Camps: 
● Operated by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) or the U.S. Army 



Enemy Aliens: Federal Agencies Involved 

Three federal departments administered and operated the Alien Enemy Control Program: 

● the Department of Justice (Record Group 60), which included the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) (Record Group 65), and the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(Record Groups 85 and 566); 

● the War Department’s Office of the Provost Marshal General (Record Group 389) and 
Military Government of the Territory of Hawai'i (Record Group 494); and 

● the Department of State (Record Group 59)** 



Department of Justice 
(Record Group 60) 



Alien Enemy Case Files 

Class 146-13 (Alien Enemy) Litigation Case Files and Enclosures (RG 60, Entries A1-COR 
146-13 and A1-ENC 146-13) 
● Correspondence, summaries of hearings, copies of FBI reports, “Alien Questionnaire” 

forms 
● Typically range from 50–275 pages 
● Includes files for Japanese (including Japanese Latin Americans), German, and Italian 

nationals 

Location: National Archives at College Park, MD 



Examples of DOJ Records 

From: File 146-13-2-12-2678 (Seijiro 
Osaki), RG 60, Entry A1-COR 146-13, Box 
222, National Archives at College Park, 
MD, 
National Archives Identifier: 636309 



Accessing DOJ Files for Japanese Nationals 

1. Review digitized World War II Japanese 
Internee Cards, 1941–1947 (RG 60, Entry 
UD-UP 4) to locate card 

1. Email archives2reference@nara.gov; 
include name and link to the digitized 
index card 

1. Reference staff will locate DOJ file and 
search for other files we may hold on the 
individual “Japanese Internee Card for Tsurumatsu or Esurumatsu 

Saiki,” RG 60, Entry UD-UP 4, National Archives at College 
Park, MD, National Archives Identifier: 1094351 



Japanese Internee Cards: A Closer Look 

DOJ File Number 
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Summary Remarks 

“Japanese Internee Card for Seijiro Osaki,” RG 60, 
Entry UD-UP 4,   National Archives at College Park, 
MD, National Archives Identifier: 1094206 



FBI 
(Record Group 65) 



FBI Investigatory Files 

The FBI played major role in identifying, investigating, and arresting Japanese nationals. 

FBI Case Files 
● Primarily in Classification 100 (Domestic Security) case files 
● Classification 100 case file series are classified 
● Researchers must submit FOIA request for FBI records to 

specialaccess_foia@nara.gov 
○ Include name of individual, date of birth, and FBI file number (if known) 
○ All FBI case files need to be requested through FOIA, not just Classification 100 

● Copies of some records from FBI files often present in DOJ alien enemy files 

Location: National Archives at College Park, MD 



FBI Report Examples 

Copies of FBI reports from: 

File 146-13-2-12-2678 (Seijiro Osaki), 
RG 60, Entry A1-COR 13, Box 222, 
National Archives at College Park, MD, 
National Archives Identifier: 636309 



Military Records 



Office of the Provost Marshal General (OPMG) 
(Record Group 389) 

Records Relating to Japanese Civilian Internees During World War II, 1942–1946 
(RG 389, Entry A1 466-F) 
● Documents internment in Army-operated camps 
● Personal information (marital status, work history, and address history), basic 

personnel card (may include photo), listing of the various camps, information about 
any legal proceedings, and the resolution of the individual’s status 

● Includes individuals arrested in United States and overseas (primarily Philippines) 
● No name list, but files arranged alphabetically 
● Helpful to consider these supplemental to DOJ file 

Location: National Archives at College Park, MD 



Examples of OPMG Records 

From: File: Saiki, 
Tsurumatsu, RG 389, Entry 
A1 466-F, Box 84, National 
Archives at College Park, 
MD, National Archives 
Identifier: 872144 



Additional Records: Residents of Hawai‘i 

Document individuals arrested in Territory of Hawai'i 
● Photographs of the internees, forms containing personal background information, fingerprints, 

Alien Hearing Board transcripts, reports, lists of personal items 

Office of the Provost Marshal General, Subject Files, 1942–1946 (RG 389, Entry A1 461) 
● Individual case files part of “Hawaii, Civilian Internees” subseries 
● Names are listed in National Archives Catalog 

Military Government of Hawai'i, Internee Case Files, December 15, 1941–1945 (RG 494, 
Entry A1 19) 
● No name list, but files arranged alphabetically 

Location: National Archives at College Park, MD 



INS 
(Record Group 85) 



INS Enemy Alien Camp Records at the 
National Archives in Washington, DC (Archives 1) 

Montana 
● Fort Missoula 

New Mexico 
● Fort Stanton (two series) 
● Old Raton Ranch Camp 
● Santa Fe 

New York 
● Camp Upton 

North Dakota 
● Fort Lincoln 

Pennsylvania 
● Bedford 

Texas 
● Crystal City 
● Kenedy 
● Seagoville 

West Virginia 
● White Sulphur Springs 

(name index, no case 
files) 

Virginia 
● Staunton (name index, 

no case files) Cover, certificate of identification of 
Toshiyuki Miyashita. File 1300/B-433, box 43, 
entry 308, RG 85, National Archives in 
Washington, DC. National Archives Identifier: 
5633980. 



INS Enemy Alien Records in the 
Subject and Policy Files (Entry 9) 

Subject and Policy Files (AKA "Entry 9") 
● Contains INS central office (Washington, 

DC) correspondence from 1906 to 1957; 
over 22,000 boxes of material total 

● File 56125/General-999 - 142 boxes of 
records on INS camps 
○ Contains lists of deportees/those 

being repatriated and other 
categories 

○ Contains some case files removed 
from individual camp case file series 

List of people being repatriated to Japan from Santa Fe 
enemy alien camp on December 26, 1945. File 1300/B-3270, 
box 208, entry 308, RG 85, National Archives in Washington, 
DC. Personally identifiable information redacted. National 
Archives Identifier: 5633980. 



INS Enemy Alien Camp Case Files: Contents 

Internment camp case files can include: 
● Photos and negatives 
● Correspondence 
● Administrative forms containing family 

history 
● Lists of internees moving between camps or 

subject to deportation/repatriation 
● Deportation orders 
● Interview transcripts 
● Property lists 
● Medical information 
● Alien registration cards and certificates of 

ID 
● Records from other camp internments 

Interior page, certificate of identification of Toshiyuki 
Miyashita. File 1300/B-433, box 43, entry 308, RG 85, 
National Archives in Washington, DC. National Archives 
Identifier: 5633980. 



Finding INS Enemy Alien Case Files 

Search the individual's name in the index 
World War II Japanese Internee Cards, 
1941–1947 (RG 60, Entry UD-UP 4) 
● Contains most, but not every, person 

interned as an enemy alien 
● Card may not list every internment 
● Card may list WRA camps 
● File is usually held in the final INS 

camp where individual was interned 

Internee card for Toshiyuki Miyashita. World War II 
Japanese Internee Cards, 1941–1947, Entry UD-UP 4, RG 
60. National Archives Identifier: 1093006. 



Finding INS Enemy Alien Case Files 

More ways to find files 
● Check name in Japanese-American 

Internee Data File, 1942–1946 and Densho 
Names Registry to see whether individual 
was imprisoned by WRA. WRA case file may 
mention INS camp internment. 

● Ask family members; review any existing 
documents and letters. 

(left) Screenshot of search page for Japanese-American 
Internee Data File, 1942–1946. 



Differences: INS vs. WRA Case File Series 

INS case files 
● Can be an individual or a family 
● Usually within a camp's general files, arranged by file number - not arranged 

alphabetically by name 
● Must consult specific camp's name index for file number; file number allows access to 

case file 
● No single index to all case files for all camps 
● Not every internee will have a case file, even if interned by INS 

WRA case files 
● Each individual usually has their own file 
● Case files from all WRA camps combined as one series, alphabetically by name 
● Can consult single index (Japanese-American Internee Data File, 1942–1946); generally, 

incarceration at a WRA camp means a case file exists 



INS Case Files: Tatsuma Nishiura 

Material from the INS enemy alien case file for Tatsuma Nishiura. File 1300/B-
3270, box 208, entry 308, RG 85, National Archives in Washington, DC. 
National Archives Identifier: 5633980. 



(cont.)
INS Case Files: Tatsuma Nishiura 

Tatsuma Nishiura was interned at Santa Fe 
Internment Facility when his father, 
incarcerated at Rohwer, died. His family 
requested that he be allowed to come for 
the funeral. 

His INS case file contains the telegram 
announcing his father's death and 
requesting he come quickly. His WRA case 
file contains the INS's letter refusing him 
permission to attend. 
(right) Telegram. File 1300/B-3270, box 208, entry 308, RG 85, 
National Archives in Washington, DC. National Archives Identifier: 
5633980. 



Accessing RG 85 Enemy Alien Case Files 

1. Determine INS camp(s) where the person may have been interned. 
a. Review digitized World War II Japanese Internee Cards, 1941–1947 (RG 60, Entry UD-UP 4). 

Card may exist with name of camp(s). 
b. Check name in Japanese-American Internee Data File, 1942–1946, and Densho Names 

Registry to verify WRA incarceration. If WRA case file exists, Archives 1 reference staff can 
check to see if it references a period of internment in an INS camp. 

c. Ask family members; review any existing documents and letters. 

1. Email the Archives 1 reference division: archives1reference@nara.gov. 
a. Include internee's name, date of birth, proof of right to access (death, notarized 

permission, or looking for own record), link to index card above (if found), and any other 
relevant information. 

1. Reference staff will use information provided to locate case file. If located, they will screen file 
and make unrestricted material available. 



Alien Files (A-Files) 
Record Group 566 

U.S. Citizenship and Naturalization Service 



A-Files: A Short Overview 

A-Files are name and/or A-Number searchable in the National Archives Catalog. 

A-Files are located at the: 

National Archives at Kansas City 

National Archives at San Francisco 
2024 National Archives Genealogy Series 



A-Files: Enemy Alien Related Documents 

Copies from DOJ, INS, or Army records: 
● Fingerprint cards 
● Summary Reports from the Enemy Alien Board 

Hearings 
● Orders - summary of the decision made by the Board 
● Parole cards and travel documents 
● Petitions for Reuniting Family in Family Internment 

Centers 

Sample pages from A-File for Asataro Yamada, A1299938 
(National Archives Identifier: 24577724) 



A-Files: Enemy Alien Related Documents 

Documents unique to A-Files: 
● Address change cards 
● Application for Certificate of Identification (Form 

AR-AE-22) 
● Post-camp Parole Investigative Reports 

Sample pages from A-File for Asataro Yamada, A1299938 
(National Archives Identifier: 24577724) 



A-File for Tsurumatsu Saiki, A3543250 

Born in Kasuya-gun, Fukuoka-sen, Japan 
Residence at time of arrest: San Mateo, CA 
Employment: Japanese Language Teacher 
Affiliated Membership: 
● Secretary for the Japanese Association of San 

Mateo 
Internment: 
● DOJ-INS Camps: Fort Lincoln, ND; Santa Fe, NM 
● Army Camp: Lordsburg, NM 
● WRA Camp: Topaz (Central Utah), UT 

Post-internment: 
● Denver, CO, and then to San Francisco, CA 

Sample pages from A-File for 
Tsurumatsu Saiki, A3543250 

(National Archives Identifier: 40333993) 



A-File for Tsurumatsu Saiki, A3543250 

Conduct Parole Report: Neighborhood Sketches (National Archives Identifier: 40333993) 



A-File for Seijiro Osaki, A5853794 

Born in Hiroshima, Japan 
Residence at time of arrest: Fresno, CA 
Employment: Farmer 
Affiliated membership:   
● Japanese Association of Fresno 
● Treasurer for Hokubei Butokukai 

(North American Military Virtue Society) 
Internment: 
● DOJ-INS Detention Center: Sharp Park, CA 
● WRA Camp: Gila River (Colorado River) 

Post-internment: Returned to Fresno Sample pages from A-File for Seijiro Osaki, A5853794 
(National Archives Identifier: 24604150) 



(cont.)
A-File for Seijiro Osaki, A5853794 

Conduct Parole Report: Return to California   
(National Archives Identifier: 24604150) 



Enemy Alien Records: 
Wait, there’s more! 



Enemy Alien Records: INS and State Department 

Record Group 85, INS field offices: 
● Enemy Alien Case Files, 1941–1948 (National Archives Identifier: 

6217699) 
○ at the National Archives at Riverside 

● Enemy Alien Case Files, ca. 1942–ca. 1948 (National Archives 
Identifier: 43434825) 
○ at the National Archives at San Francisco 

2017 National Archives Genealogy Fair 

59-RAG-131 photograph from repatriation activities and the SS 

Gripsholm, 1943–1944 (National Archives Identifier: 518082) 

Record Group 59, State Department, records related to: 
● interned Japanese diplomats and their families 
● Japanese Latin Americans (policy and administrative 

records) 
● civilian internee exchanges 

RG 59 is held at the National Archives at College Park 



Questions? 

National Archives at Washington, DC - archives1reference@nara.gov 

National Archives at College Park - archives2reference@nara.gov 

National Archives at San Francisco - sanbruno.archives@nara.gov 

History Hub - https://historyhub.history.gov/ 

Densho - https://densho.org/ 



After the Broadcast 

Email questions to inquire@nara.gov 

Video recordings of lectures and downloadable handouts 
will remain online at 

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2024 



Know Your Records

Educational resources on how to access and conduct research using U.S. federal 
government records at the National Archives and Records Administration. 

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records 




