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Alonso Solana I 

Alonso Solana I was born in San Martín de Valdeiglesias, Madrid 
(INDIFERENTE,213,N.115 see Appendix I) and began his service to the King at 
the Presidio of St. Augustine on 13 July 1613 according to the report compiled 
by Governor Tomás Menéndez Márquez as supplement to the petition of 
Manuel Solana (his grandson) on 9 Apr 1696 (Santo Domingo,228,R.1,n.22B). 
 
It has long been said that the marriage that was registered on Friday, 4 July 
1594 is that of the first Alonso, but it is not.  That record actually reads: 

"En viernes quatro dias del mes de julio de mill qs. y noventa y quatro yo diego 
de Sambrana cura y vicario desta ciudad y fuerte de S. Agustin bele y di 
vendiciones nupciales segun orden de la Sa. M.e Yglesia a bisente rrolon, natural 
de [ta vila], con maria Visente natural de triana hija lejitima de manuel Visente y 
de maria fc.a fueron sus padrinos m. hernandes y su mujer madalena rrodrigues , 
residentes desta ciudad tes.s Felipe peres y Ju. de la Crus be.s  desta ciudad f... ut 
supra." 

 

Translation: 
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"On Friday at four days of the month of July 1594, I, Diego Escobar de 
Sambrana, priest and vicar of the parish of this city and Fort of St. Augustine, I 
veiled and gave the nuptial blessings according to the Holy Mother Church to 
Vicente rrolon, natural of [ta vila] con maria Visente, natural of triana legitimate 
daughter of manuel Visente and maria francisca their godparents were m. 
hernandes and his wife madalena rrodrigues, residents of this city witnesses 
Felipe peres and Juan de la Crus residents of this city .... above". 

Clearly, the record belongs to a Vicente Rolón -not Vicente Solana. 

 

The baptism of their son, Alonso was performed on Tuesday June 17th, 1597 
and it states the  names of the parents, Vicente Rolón and Mari Vicente, as well 
as that of his godfather, Luis de Peralta. 

 

1597 Baptism of Alonso Rolón 

 

There is a 1606 confirmation of an Alonso, son of Vicente Rolon, whose 
godfather was ... Gudiño. 

 

1606 Confirmation of Alonso Rolón  
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While looking for the marriage of Alonso (I), I came across a register for the 
marriage of an Alonso Carpintero to Francisca (might say Pérez, but page is 
very deteriorated at the site of the surname) on 3 May 1619.  Had Alonso (I) 
been a carpenter we could think that register was for his wedding, but I haven't 
found any document that states he was -not that it doesn't exist, just that I 
haven't found it.  It would certainly not be a stretch to think that he might have 
had some sort of a carpentry detail, especially that early on in St. Augustine 
when the population was small and the few who were there had to have worn 
many hats.  Although it would not be unprecedented that he would have been 
known for his occupation (Alonso Carpintero) or birthplace (Alonso Español), 
more documentation would be needed to make that connection. 

 

Marriage for Alonso Carpintero 

The marriage record for his son Alonso (II) gives the name of the first Alonso's 
wife, María Antonia Francisca Pérez Arica (mostly known as Francisca), born 
on 4 Oct 1607 in St. Augustine, daughter of Bartolomé Pérez and Isabel Rica or 
Arica.  They had at least two children:  Alonso and María. 
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Baptism Francisca Pérez Arica  

 

In his 65 years of service, Alonso I was given the offices of Squad Corporal, 
Sergeant, Ensign and Sergeant Major, and on 31 Mar 1637 was given a 
"ventaja" or benefit of 12 escudos each month aside from his regular Soldier's 
salary (Santo Domingo,53-2-12) for his services.  He requested and was 
granted permission to go to Spain on 20 June 1626 so he could tend to matters 
of his parents' estate (INDIFERENTE,451,L.A9,F.215V).   

In 1669 he requests the Crown pay him the salaries and ventaja of 12 escudos 
per month owed to him, amounting to 3768 pesos, three tomines and 16 
maravedíes, saying he is old and has many children and grandchildren to 
support and has no means to do so (Santo Domingo,54-5-19-2).  His petition 
was granted on 27 June 1673, but in reality the entire amount was never given 
to him because his grandson Alonso III paid his winning bid for the Escribanía 
in 1678 by having it debited from the amount owed his grandfather by the 
Crown. 

In the documents that state his merits he is usually referred to as Sargento 
Mayor or Sergeant Major Alonso Solana. 

When he died on 12 Jul 1678 he must have been at the very least in his late 
seventies.  Given his longevity, for a few years there were four generations of 
Alonso Solanas living at the same time in St. Augustine. 
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Alonso Solana II 

Sometimes called "el mayor" or "the elder".   

I haven't been able to find his baptism, although there is a record of an Alonso, 
son of Alonso Carpintero and Francisca Pérez who was baptized on 6 Apr 1620.   

Alonso II began his services to the King on 9 Nov 1638 as a soldier.  In the 57 
years he served he was given the positions of Corporal, Rations and Munitions 
Notary, Ensign, Accountant of supplies, Adjutant of Sergeant Major, Public and 
Governmental Notary and kept his title as Reformed Adjutant.   

On 26 Apr 1644 he married Antonia Jacinta, daughter of Marcos Manuel de 
Jacinto and María González.  They had at least 11 children:  Alonso, María, 
Beatriz, Manuel, Juan , Juana, Francisca, Diego, Antonia, Josepha and 
Antonio.  Their marriage record gives the names of their parents: 

..... Velados contenidos en 4 Jul de 16..4 

"En veinte y seis del dho mes de abril del dho año yo ... Antonio calbo despose 
segun manda la santa me. glesia a alonso Solana el moço hijo del alferez alonso 
Solana y fran.a Pérez Arica ... a Antonia Jacintha hija de manuel Jacintho y de 
maria González su muger naturales de esta .... a los quales despose aviendo 
precedido antes las diligencias .... puestas por el Santo consilio de trento y 
aviendose amonestado en la iglesia m.r de esta ciudad en tres dias festivos." 

Translation: 

.... Velados contained in 4 Jul 16.4 

"On twenty-six of said month of April of said year I ....Antonio Calbo married as 
ordained by the Holy Mother Church alonso Solana the young son of Alferez Alonso 
Solana and Francisca a Pérez Arica .... and Antonia Jacintha daughter of Manuel 
Jacintho and Maria González his wife all natural of this .... who I married having 
preceded the procedures mandated by the Holy Council of Trent and having published 
the bans in the principal church of this city on three holidays" 
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Marriage of Alonso Solana II  

He held the office of Public and Governmental Notary for years after the death 
of the previous Escribano, Juan Moreno y Segovia, without having been given 
the title formally.  After 36 years of not having an official Notary, the Crown 
requested the post be auctioned off to the highest bidder and Alonso II posted 
the winning bid, but after unwittingly failing to pay a fee of 100 ducats within 
the 30 days following the approval of the Consejo de Indias, lost the bid and 
the position was auctioned off once more.  Alonso II's son, Alonso III was 
appointed interim Notary by the Governor.  The auction lasted 30 days.  In the 
end, Alonso III himself made the winning bid and was awarded the Escribanía 
(Santo Domingo,54-5-14).   
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Alonso Solana II's sign and signature  

 

In the documents that state his merits he is usually refered to as Ayudante 
or Adjutant Alonso Solana. 

Alonso II died on 3 Jul 1697 (Santo Domingo,228,R.1,N.86). 

 

Alonso Solana III 

Sometimes called "el mozo" or "the young", began serving as a Soldier in St. 
Augustine on 11 Jun 1668 and held the positions of Master of frigates, sailor, 
Ensign and Adjutant Sergeant Major.  When his father lost the bid for the post 
of Notary, he was named interim Notary by the Governor.  In the end, he 
acquired the post by placing the winning bid on 1 Feb 1678, which he paid for 
by requesting the fee be subtracted from the salary and ventaja the Crown 
owed his grandfather (Santo Domingo,54-5-14).   
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Alonso Solana III's sign and signature 

 

He married Catalina Hernández de la Cruz on 4 Jul 1674 and they had three 
boys and five girls:  Alonso, Anna María, Catalina Gertrudis, Antonia, María 
Gertrudis, Joaquín, Manuel and Catalina, who was seven years old when her 
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father died.

 

Marriage of Alonso Solana III 

 

According to document presented in favor of his wife Catalina's petition for a 
pension (Santo Domingo,288,R.1,N.71), he was found "capable in the art of 
ruler and compass" and was kept in the capacity of Military Engineer, 
participated in the construction of the Royal Fort, half-moons, ramparts, 
repairing of the errors in the plans of the Fort of Apalachicola, the Estacada de 
Guale, and was quite possibly the author of the Florida Map of 1683.   

He was referred to as Ayudante and/or Escribano Público y Gobernación 
Alonso Solana. 

He was killed by a bolt of lightning that destroyed his house on 10 July 1696. 
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Proof Alonso Solana III is son of Alonso Solana II  

and grandson of Alonso Solana I 

In the absence of sacramental records that would easily prove this relationship, 
I have used several Archive of the Indies documents that, albeit indirectly, will 
prove that Alonso Solana y Jacinta was the son of Alonso Solana y Pérez (II), 
and grandson of Alonso Solana (I).  

1. In Archive of the Indies document Santo Domingo,53-2-12 (new  
 signatura is Santo Domingo,27A/27B), dated 31 March 1637, 
 Alonso Solana (I) requests a "ventaja" of 12 escudos per month as 
 reward for his many years of service to His Majesty since 1613 
 and is granted said ventaja.  See Appendix II.  This ventaja is 
 referenced in Santo Domingo,54-5-14. 

2. Alonso Solana II is proven to be Alonso (I) and Francisca Pérez 
 Arica's son with his marriage record which states the names of his 
 parents.  This is also noted in Santo Domingo,54-5-14, where 
 Alonso (III) is named as the son of Alonso (II) 

3. Archive of the Indies document Santo Domingo,54-5-14 (new 
 signatura Santo Domingo,229), describes the bidding for the post 
 of Public and Governmental Notary described in "the Alonso Solana 
 Map of 1683" (document 3.2 of inventory).  Page 17 of this AGI 
 document states that Alonso (III), who won the bid for the post, 
 paid the winning amount (560 pesos) with an adjustment of the 
 amounts of salaries and "ventajas" that His Majesty owed 
 Sergeant Major Alonso Solana, his grandfather, and this [payment] 
 was admitted.  See Appendix III. 

 

Santo Domingo,53-2-12  

Alonso Solana (I) asks for and is granted a ventaja of 12 escudos for his 
years of service in 1637. 

 

 

 

Santo Domingo,53-2-12 
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Transcription: 

 

[left section] 

Conde de Castrillo 

Marqués de Serralero 

Bar.me de Anaya 

Marq.s de Valparaiso 

D. Lope de Oces y Cordova 

D. Lorenço Ramirez 

Juan de Solorçano 

Conde de Molina 

 

[center section] 

El alferez Alonzo Solana 

 

En 31 de março de 637 

 

Consultese a su mg.d se le den 12 [escudos] de bentaxa en una de las .. que 
anbacado que aqui dize ... y en los 1500 d.z que ay para ellos ... 

 

[right section and main body] 
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Señor 

 

El alferez alonso solana = dice que a servido en el Presidio san agustin de las 
probincias de la florida desde el año de 1613 continuamente desoldado Cavo de 
es quadra sargento y alferez en las compañias dea quel pressidio y ocupadosse 
en diverssas facciones y entradas cargos y comisiones por mar y por tierra con 
horden de los governadores que en este tpo a tenido y en mas de 25 años sean 
ofrecido consatisfaccion de los dichos governadores y generales capitanes y 
ministros Cumpliendo con sus obligaciones como soldado honrrado dando 
buena quenta de quanto selea engargado como todo consta de las 
certificaciones nonbramientos y hordenes desus superiores yoficiales reales 
que presenta= en conssideracion de lo qual = supp.a a VM si fuere servido 
hacelle mrd para podersse bolver acontinuar al servicio de VM con rreputacion 
hacelle mrd de titulo de capitan ad onores y de mandar al governador dela 
florida lesseñale Un entretenimiento de los 1500 ducados que VM manda 
serepartan cada año a las personas benemeritas que sirben enaquel pressidio y 
VM fueservido de quesse le diesse Cedula de rrecomendacion hordenando 
enella al dho governador le de lo que le parecieze de los dhos 1500 ducados = y 
porque escierto quessi VM no señala la de aca lo quesse leadedar no le dara 
cosa alguna = pideysu.ca quemas deladha Cedula de recomendacion selede 
otra y Hagamrd del titulo de capp.an ad/onores señalandole VM dende aca 
loque fuere servido selede de los dhos 1500 ducados querreparte el dho 
governador pues nosera justo que haviendo servido tantos años a VM entierra 
tan trava jossa haviendo benido alos pies de VM sevayasin consuelo que 
Reziviera particular mrd de VM.=  otrossidice que enaquel presidio esatanbacas 
tres bentajas por los alfereçes alonsso arguelles alonsso franco. y martin 
decueñas a quien anombrado VM. porcapp.an los quales gozavan a 12 escudos 
cada mes = suplica a VM seagamrd de Una de las tres bentajas no haviendo 
lugar por lo que suplica= 

Otrossi dice quelos papeles de sus servicios estan presentados enlassecretaria= 
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Santo Domingo,53-2-12 

Translation: 

 

[left section] 

Conde de Castrillo 

Marqués de Serralero 

Bar.me de Anaya 

Marq.s de Valparaiso 

D. Lope de Oces y Cordova 

D. Lorenço Ramirez 

Juan de Solorçano 

Conde de Molina 

 

[center section] 

Alferez Alonzo SOLANA 

On 31 March [1]637  

Consult with His Majesty 12 escudos of ventaja be from one of the vacant ones 
herewith stated from the 1500 ducados destined for that purpose. 

[right section and main body 

Sir 

Ensign alonso SOLANA = states he has served in the Presidio of Saint 
Augustine of the Provinces of Florida since the year 1613 continuously as 
soldier, squad corporal, sergeant and ensign in the companies of said Presidio 
and served in several factions and battles offices and commissions by land and 
sea by order of the Governers that he has served in these 25 years and served 
satisfactorily said Governers, Capitain Generals and ministers, having 
accomplished all his obligations as an honorable soldier as is recorded in his 
certifications, naming to posts and orders of his superior royal officers that he 
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presents= in consideration to which he begs His Majesty to grant him the title 
of Captain ad honoris and order the Governer to give him a pension taken from 
the 1500 ducados that are assigned each year as gratification to all worthy 
persons that serve in the Presidio.  He asks that a Cedula be drafted ordering 
said Governer, because if He does not, nothing will be given to him=  he asks 
that aside from the Cedula of recomendation he be granted the title of Captain 
ad honoris and that His Majesty grant him whatever he deems fair from the 
1500 ducados as it would not be fair that having served His Majesty so many 
years in this land of hardship, he leaves without the solace of His Majesty's 
grant.  He also states that in that Presidio, there are three vacant ventajas left 
by the ensigns Alonso de Arguelles, Alonso Franco. and Martin de [C]ueñas, 
who H.M. has named captain, and who [all three] had a ventaja of 12 escudos 
per month=  He begs HM grant him one of the three ventajas. 

The documents stating his services have been presented in the Secretariat. 
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Santo Domingo,54-5-14 

Describes the circumstances by which Alonso Solana (II) was divested of the 
office of Public and Governmental Notary for failing to secure a fiat before 
acquiring the post.  It was then ordered that the post be auctioned.  The 
process by which the post of Public and Governmental Notary was put up for 
auction and subsequently won by Alonso Solana (III) is described in detail.  
Curiously, he was the Notary recording the process day by day!  He outbid 
everyone on the last day and paid for his bid with the salaries and ventajas 
owed his grandfather, Alonso Solana (I). 

 

Santo Domingo,54-5-14 

 

Translation: 

 

We have received revision of 12 February [1]677 with the dispatch of His 
Majesty in which He orders us to strip Adjutant Alonso SOLANA of the offices 
of Public and Governmental Notary, and we have done so with the edicts we 
remit of the process and by which we inform HM, God save him many years as 
we wish for Him.  Saint Augustine, Florida April 21 1678. 

.... Your servants 

 

Antonio Menendez Márquez, Francisco de la Rocha 

 

 

Señor Secretary Don Antonio de Rozas 
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Florida   21 April 1678   To Mr. Secretary 

 

  Received on 4 September 679 with the Galleons 

 

Margin: 

The Royal Officials 

in Consideration 

Attached to this letter which these subjects remit to HM regarding this matter 
on the 20th of said month and year, they advise that this post was auctioned 
off to a son of said Alonso SOLANA in [the amount of] 560 ps. 

right of margin: 

Remittance of the edicts regarding the divestment made to Alonso SOLANA of 
the posts of Public and Governmental Notary of that province in accordance 
with the order of the Cedula dated 18 February 1676. 

Main body: 

right side 

On October 1679 

To the Prosecutor 

The Prosecutor, in presence of the letters of the Royal Officials of Florida, and 
the testimony they remit= states that the reason (according to said testimony) 
for having divested Alonso SOLANA of the offices of Public and Governmental 
Notary # 

left side 

of the City of Saint Augustine in the Province of Florida was because he did not 
take confirmation and not having had further cause than that, his bid of 20 
pesos above the other bids must be admitted; having the auction been won 
by his son Alonso SOLANA in 560 pesos because his father's bid was not 
admitted, Therefore, having the ... been served, it can be ordered that the 
auction [by street cry] of the posts be made again, accepting the bids made by 
Alonso SOLANA, and given to the highest bidder.  June 7 1680 
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Edict:  [144] 

In the city of Saint Augustine Provinces of Florida on 29 days of January 1678, 
Antonio Melendes Marques, Accountant for HM and Francisco de la Rocha, 
Treasurer and Holder of Supplies stated that the King, Our Lord, God keep 
him, by His Royal warrant dated 18 September 676 ordered the divestiture of 
Alonso SOLANA of the offices he held of Public and Governmental Notary 
because he did not obtain the fiat of the Notary of the Indies as was ordered 
and that the posts be publicly auctioned off and given to the highest bidder, 
and following orders, they immediately divested him of said offices and ordered 
Adjutant Alonso SOLANA not to use or exercise them accordingly.=  Orders 
that street cries be made to publicly auction them at the Cuerpo de Guardia 
and Plaza de Armas, which are the customary places in this Presidio, during 30 
days as dictated by law, so that the bidding can be made by people who might 
want to purchase it with all the conditions and qualities with which the posts 
have been served by all Public and Governmental Notaries that have been in 
this Presidio.=  And to bring, in the next five years, the approval of HM and 
having made the bids, the post be granted to the highest bidder.  This was 
ordered and signed by Don Antonio Melendes Marques. Francisco de la Rocha  

Notification 

On said day, month and year said Royal Officials notified the above edict to 
said Adjutant Alonso SOLANA in person and he heard and understood it, and 
they signed Don Antonio Melendes Marques = Francisco de la Rocha = the  

Petition 

Officials of the Royal Treasury of these Provinces Don Antonio Melendes 
Marques, Accountant for HM= and Francisco de la Rocha, Treasurer and 
Holder of Supplies before HM we are present and state that HM, God save Him, 
dispatched this Royal warrant dated 18 September 676 in which He orders the 
divestiture of Adjutant Alonso SOLANA of the offices of Public and 
Governmental Notary, who holds them we presented and executed the warrant, 
and not having in this Presidio or its jurisdiction another Public or Royal 
Notary before whom we can make the edicts and take the necessary actions to 
begin the auction (street cries) until the bidding ends=  We ask and beg YM 
that given these facts, He names a person to serve in the post of interim Notary 
in until the auction ends in a winning bid, so that he can attest to the process.  
Don Antonio Melendes Marques, Francisco de la Rocha. =  

Appointment of Notary 
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Presented and seen, the Governor stated that in consideration of the petition 
made by the Officers of the Royal Treasury and not having in this Presidio 
another Public or Royal Notary, he names Adjutant Alonso SOLANA, son of 
said Alonso SOLANA, who was Notary because of his ability and adequacy, 
and having served him on other occasions, and has dispatched title to use and 
exercise the office in the interim until the end of the auction.  This was ordered 
and signed Don Pablo de Yta Salazar 

Swearing in  

On said day, month and year in accordance with the above edict, the Governor 
and Captain General Don Pablo de Yta Salazar made Adjutant Alonso  

SOLANA appear before him and having read the appointment made of Notary, 
he accepted and stated he would exercise it well and loyally to the best of his 
ability and swore to God Our Lord and made the sign of the cross and this 
began exercising said office and signed with =Don Pablo de Yta Salazar = 
Alonso SOLANA = 

1st Cry 

In the City of Saint Augustine, Province of Florida on 30 days of the month of 
January 1678 the Royal Judicial Officers in accordance to the edict provided by 
"Su Merced" went to the Cuerpo de Guardia that is at the Plaza de Armas, and 
in the voice of Baltazar de los Reies, drummer and town cryer, the posts of 
Public and Governmental Notary, that are vacant, were offered once and many 
times saying three whites give for the posts of Public and Governmental Notary 
and this day, Captain Nicolás de Carmenatis bid 10 pesos, having been 
witnesses Captains Antonio de Arguelles, Juan Sanchez de Urisa and Don 
Juan del Pueio and many more people = Don Antonio Melendes Marques, 
Francisco de la Rocha = Before me, Alonso SOLANA Public and Governmental 
Notary. 

2nd Cry 

On 31 January 678 at said principal Cuerpo de Guardia of this city, in the 
presence of the Royal Judicial Officers and before my named Notary said offices 
were put to auction and in the voice of Baltazar de los Reyes, were offered once 
and many times at 10 pesos and no one gave more having witnessed said 
Captains Antonio 

de Arguelles, Juan Sanches de Urisa and Don Juan del Pueio and they signed 
and I attest Don Antonio Melendes Marques, Francisco de la Rocha.  Before 
me, Alonso SOLANA Public and Governmental Notary= 
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[The daily cries are reported in similar manner, therefore I will just give a 
summary stating any changes] 

3rd Cry 

February 1st 1678..... No one bid higher and the witnesses were Adjutant Diego 
Jacinto, Ensign Lorenzo Salvador and Sgt. Juan Pinto and many others... 

4th Cry 

2 February 1678... No one bid higher.  Witnesses were Captain Francisco 
González, Captain Francisco de Fuentes, Sgt. Pedro de Texeda and many 
others. 

 

 

5th Cry 

3 February 1678... No one bid higher.  Witnesses Squad Corporal Francisco de 
Sepulbeda, Adjutant Manuel Riso and Juan de los Reies. 

6th Cry 

4 February 1678...  No one bid higher.  Witnesses Bernardo Groso, Ensign 
Juan Ruis and Squad Corporal Francisco de Sepulbeda. 

7th Cry 

5 February 1678... No one bid higher.  Witnesses Adjutants Bernardo Groso, 
Gaspar de los Reies and Manuel Riso. 

8th Cry 

6 February 1678... No one bid higher.  Witnesses Tome de Escalona, Gerónimo 
del Rosal and Julian Jorje. 

9th Cry 

7 February 1678... No one bid higher.  Witnesses Juan Crisostomo, Juan de los 
Reies and Juan de Texeda. 

10th Cry 

8 February 1678...No one bid higher.  Witnesses Adjutant Gaspar de los Reies, 
Ensign Mateo Garcia and Antonio Juan. 
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11th Cry 

9 February 1678...  No one bid higher.  Squad Corporal Francisco de 
Sepulbeda, Xptoval Nuñez and Juan de Monson. 

12th Cry 

10 February 1678...  The town cryer was Juan Pablos.  No one bid higher.  
Witnesses Captain Don Manuel Ponce, Ensign Lorenso Salvador and Joseph de 
Balderrama. 

13th Cry 

11 February 1678... The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Captains Francisco de Fuentes, Alonso de Florencia and 
Francisco Romo. 

14th Cry 

12 February 1678...  The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Squad Corporal Marcos Fernandez, Xptoval Nuñez and 
Juan de Monson. 

15th Cry 

13 February 1678...  The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses  Ensign Juan Ruis de Cañizares, Sgt. Pedro de Tejeda and 
Antonio Solis. 

16th Cry 

14 February 1678...  The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses  Adjutant Manuel Riso, Francisco Ernandez and Manuel 
Caravallo. 

17th Cry 

15 February 1678... The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Ensign Agustín Rubio, Sgt. Juan Pinto and Miguel de 
Fuentes. 

18th Cry 

16 February 1678...  The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Ensign Juan Tisnado, Luis de Leon and Joseph de 
Balderrama. 
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19th Cry 

17 February 1678...  The town cryer was Juan Pablos.  No one bid higher.  
Witnesses Ensign Bartolomé Pérez, Bentura González and Agustín Rubio. 

20th Cry 

18 February 1678...  The town cryer was Francisco Joseph.  No one bid higher.  
Witnesses Captain Juan Sanches de Urisa, Adjutant Don Alonso de Avila and 
Manuel Jorje. 

21st Cry 

19 February 1678...  The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Sgt. Major Domingo de Leturiondo, Captain Don Manuel 
Ponse and Adjutant Manuel Gómes. 

22nd Cry 

20 February 1678... The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Squad Corporal Francisco de Aguilar, Nicolás de (Goias?) 
and Gonsalo Hernandez. 

23rd Cry 

21 February 1678...  The town cryer was Francisco Joseph.  No one bid higher.  
Witnesses Juan de Chavarria, Juan Ximenes and Pedro de la Mota. 

24th Cry 

22 February 1678...  The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  Captain 
Francisco Lopes de Medrano, Reformed, offered 500 pesos of 8 reales each 
which he paid for with salaries in arriers.  No one bid higher.  Witnesses 
Adjutant Bernardo Groso, Ensign Juan Tisnado and Squad Corporal Francisco 
de Pedrosa. 

25th Cry 

23 February 1678...  The town cryer was Francisco Joseph.  No one bid higher.  
Witnesses Captain Juan Sanches de Urisa, Adjutant Juan Antonio de Ayala 
and Ensign Lorenso Salvador. 
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26th Cry 

24th February 1678...  The town cryer was Francisco Joseph.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Adjutant Diego Jacinto, Francisco Hernandez and Juan de 
Aritola. 

27th Cry 

25 February 1678... The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Don Diego Osorio, Manuel Caravallo and Antonio Juan. 

28th Cry 

26 February 1678...  The town cryer was Juan Pablos.  No one bid higher.  
Witnesses Captain Francisco de Azpilea, Adjutant Alonso Naranjo and Juan de 
Salas. 

29th Cry 

27 February 1678... The town cryer was Baltasar de los Reies.  No one bid 
higher.  Witnesses Captain Martin Lorenso de Lavora, Ensign Juan Ruis de 
Cañizares and Squad Corporal Jerónimo Bentura. 

30th Cry 

28 February 1678... The town cryer was Francisco Joseph.  No one bid higher.  
Witnesses Ensign Agustin Rubio, Sgt. Pedro de Tejeda and Xptoval Nuñez. 

Auction 

In the City of Saint Augustine, Provinces of Florida on the first day of March 
1678 Don Antonio Melendes Marques, Accountant for HM= and Francisco de la 
Rocha, Treasurer and Holder of Supplies being together at the principal Cuerpo 
de Guardia and Plaza de Armas of this Presidio to auction the posts of Public 
and Governmental Notary, having passed the thirty cries mandated by law and 
having been made in the voice of Francisco Joseph, town crier, said posts were 
auctioned off to Adjutant Alonso SOLANA in five hundred and sixty pesos of 
eight reales for lack of a better bid and this amount was adjusted to be paid 
from the salaries and ventajas His Majesty owes Sergeant Major Alonso 
SOLANA his grandfather and this was admitted in the referenced manner.   

As in this Presidio there is no one that could pay in cash monies due to the 
poverty of the land and having auctioned to the previous holders of the post in 
the similar manner and not having found another, said Adjutant Alonso 
SOLANA accepted the result of the auction with the conditions of those who 
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have served it before him and obtaining approval from His Majesty within five 
years which is the same as was given to his predecessors given how far this 
Presidio is located.  It is signed and I attest to it Don Antonio Melendes 
Marques, Francisco de la Rocha= 

Payment of the amount 

The 560 pesos paid for in this auction were debited against the account of 
Sergeant Major Alonso Solana his grandfather from the greater amount that 
HM owes him in salaries and ventajas as is recorded in the Royal Accountant's 
Office in my charge. =Don Antonio Melendes Marques 

Petition of Adjutant Alonso SOLANA 
 
I Adjutant Alonso SOLANA, Public and Governmental Notary of these 
Provinces, as is my right having made the highest bid in the public auction for 
said posts because of the demise of Juan Moreno who held them and having 
remitted testimony of the edicts and auction to Don Graviel de Cubas Adjutant 
of Trade Of the Royal War Council of the Indies for his approval on behalf of 
His Majesty, and having presented himself before Mr. Antonio de Castro, one of 
the judges of the Royal Council as is customary, with said dispatches and 
having seen, responded in writing to present within the month one hundred 
silver ducats that were for the dispatches of confirmations of fiats of Notaries 
fact that was not known in this Presidio, and I had no knowledge of because 
there was no precedent due to the fact that those who have served [as Notaries] 
were never approved by HM, and those who possessed [the office of Notary] 
were Alonso Garcia de la Vera and Juan Ximenes, who by their personal ability 
and experiment of the Governor of these Provinces, Pedro de Ybarra, HM 
dispatched titles for them for their use, and after more than thirty-six years of 
his death, those who have held the office have not had approval and have lost 
it in consequence, and there is no example or amount destined for their offices; 
if there had been one, it would have been stated when confirmation was 
sought; and I submitted the edicts as having seen them, HM dispatched his 
Royal edict that I be divested of the use of the titles and they be put to auction 
once more, and if it were his will that I not hold them any more, He would have 
state so.  = I ask and appeal to Him that my bid be admitted in opposition to 
whomever makes the highest bid, and I offer 20 pesos above that bid, saving 
my right so that I may appear before HM and his Royal Council to give 
testimony of this writing and edicts pertaining to the auction, and authorized 
in the correct manner.  I ask for justice = Alonso SOLANA 
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Provision 
Presented and viewed, they [the Royal Council] stated that HM, God save Him, 
by his Royal edict dated 18 September 1676 orders that he be divested of his 
post of Public and Governmental Notary immediately and his payment be 
returned in the same manner as it was made, and it is understood that he may 
not bid due to the destitution, and you may not make a declaration but remit it 
to the Royal Council of the Indies for them to decide and let the bidding take 
place in the interim because of the need for the dispatches and the lack of 
Public and Royal Notary in this Presidio before whom to act and this was 
provided, ordered and signed, and testimony or testimonies requested, in Saint 
Augustine, February 26 1678=.  
Don Antonio Melendes Marques, Francisco de la Rocha 
 
The edict was provided the Judicial Officers of the Royal Treasury of these 
Provinces of Saint Augustine, Florida and signed on said day the 26th of 
February 1678=. Before me, Alonso SOLANA, Public and Governmental 
Notary=  ..... = saying in loud voices 10 pesos for the offices of Public and 
Governmental Notary of this city= saying in loud voices 500 pesos are offered 
for the posts of Public and Governmental Notary =  all valid = ..... = occasion = 
valid 
 
This copy is in accordance with the original as I saw it and is true with its 
amendments and so that the request of the Judicial Officers of the Royal 
Treasury of these Provinces remains on the record, I present this in Saint 
Augustine, Florida on 23 days of the month of April 1678= 
And as requested, at the end of these edicts a petition presented by Adjutant 
Alonso Solana, who was Public and Governmental Notary of these Provinces 
three days before the auction of said posts=  
This is written on common paper as sealed paper does is not available, and I 
testify to this.  In 10 folios. 
 
I make my sign in testimony of truth 
Alonso Solana IV 

Alonso IV was born on 30 Dec 1676.  He married twice, the first time to Juana 
Cabrera on 15 Aug 1707 and had at least one child, Diego.   
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Baptism of Alonso Solana IV 

His second marriage was to María Escalona, daughter of Sergeant Bartolomé 
Francisco de Escalona and Lucía Alvarez de Sotomayor on 26 June 1720.  
María was born on 21 Feb 1701 and they had five children:  Juana Manuela, 
Ana Francisca, Francisco Joseph, Petronila and Gerónima. 
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Marriage of Alonso Solana IV 

María and their daughter Juana Manuela were relocated to Cuba shortly after 
Florida was ceded to the British Crown in 1763.    

Alonso died on 30 Dec 1744 in St. Augustine and María died in Cuba on 7 Dec 
1769. 
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Death of Alonso Solana IV 
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Glossary: 

Aventajado:  Antiguamente, soldado raso que por merced particular tenía 
alguna ventaja en el sueldo. 

Ayudante:  Oficial destinado personalmente a las órdenes de un general o jefe 
superior. Ayudante general, mayor, de campo, de plaza. 

Sargento Mayor:  Oficial que solía haber en los regimientos, encargado de su 
instrucción y disciplina. Era jefe superior a los capitanes, ejercía las funciones 
de fiscal e intervenía en todos los ramos económicos y en la distribución de 
caudales.  Jefe militar que en Indias mandaba después del gobernador y 
teniente de rey. 

Reformado:  Se decía del militar que no estaba en actual ejercicio de su 
empleo. 
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Appendices: 

I. INDIFERENTE,213,N.115 
II. SANTO DOMINGO,53-2-12 
III. SANTO DOMINGO,54-5-14 
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Appendix II 

Santo Domingo,53-2-12 
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Appendix III 

SANTO DOMINGO,54-5-14 
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Alonso Solana, Public and Governmental Notary
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